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circular. From it, one would never in a thousand
years regard the remedy as in any way verging upon
the territory of the "patent medicine" class; it looks
as though it were intended exclusively for physi-
cians to prescribe and would never, never be offered
to the public, a la California Fig Syrup, or Castoria.
Yet how little we know! The other item which
reached the office in the same mail was a letter from
a member of the Society, temporarily in Europe, and
was post-marked Prague. The peculiar soft quality
of the paper at once attracted attention, as did a
printed notice at the bottom of each sheet, which
reads about as follows: "Purgen-Die hervorra-
gendsten Professoren der Welt verordnen es taglich.
Das mildeste, wohlschmeckendste Abfuhrmittel;
kann sogar Sauglingen gegeben werden." (The
most eminent professors in the world order it daily.
The mildest, best tasting laxative; may, in fact, be
given to sucklings.) Our correspondent, after stat-
ing that he has always been in accord with the fight
of your Publication Committee against nostrums,
etc., and that he desires, as a member of the Society,
to aid in our work, says: "I send you this slip
of toilet paper, taken from a toilet room in the
foremost hotel in Prague, so that, if these people
should ever attempt to put an ad in our JOURNAL,
you may have this evidence of their advertising to
the public. * * * Talk about Yankee inge-
nuity! Did you ever see a more appropriate adver-
tisement than this !" And there you are.. In the
United States, ethical to the limit; work the physi-
cians for all they are worth. In Hungary, and
doubtless elsewhere in Europe, advertise (most di-
rectly!) to the general public. One can not but
wonder whether "Lehn & Fink, Sole Agents for
the United States," know of the advertising methods
used to sell this stuff in Europe, and whether they
have been supplied with a large quantity of this
same toilet paper, with the truly appropriate in-
scription translated into English, for subsequent use
in this country.

The present agitation against the use of false or
worthless nostrums by physicians is not, as some

with motives of their own
CONSTRUCTIVE would have us believe, en-
CAMPAIGN. tirely destructive. The il-

luminating information that
has been gathered by the Council on Pharmacy and
Chemistry, and published in the pages of the Jour-
nal, a. M. A., has opened wide the eyes of medical
men and has shown that the tremendous increase in
the number of nostrums and "secret proprietaties"
has been largely due to neglect of the old and well-
established materia medica. The tendency to return
to well known drugs and to single remedies is
marked and is increasing with startling rapiditv.

This tendency to return to the use of the old drugs
whose action may be well understood has caused a
demand for concise and reliable information for
study and for ready reference. The Pharmacopeia
is a bulky volume, but little adapted to the every-
day use of physicians, and the National Formulary
is a book that physicians seldom see. The Ameri-
can Medical Association has performed a very valu-
able task in issuing a little book entitled "The U.
S. Pharmacopeia and the National Formulary," for
sale by the Association, 103 Dearborn avenue, Chi-
cago, price 50 cents. This little volume gives an
immense amount of information regarding U. S. P.
and N. F. preparations in convenient size and shape
for ready reference. It ought to have a very wide
distribution and a copy of it should be in the hands
of every practitioner of medicine. In our mad rush
for "short cuts" to relief we have overlooked the
scientific considerations at the very base of our work
in curing or relieving disease and have listened to
the lies of the manufacturer-that a certain thing
would cure a certain disease.

Realizing the neglect of the old, well tried and
thoroughly understood drugs, and the present ten-

dency to return to their use
A RETURN TO which is a direct result of
THERAPEUTICS. the urimasking of the ne-

farious nature of most of the
nostrums that have been foisted upon our- profes-
sion, the JOURNAL has for some time been endeavor-
ing to secure a series of articles on therapeutics, so
prepared as to be of assistance to the student; "stu-
dent" includes the practitioner, for that physician
who ceases to be a student ceases to be a useful and
competent physician. We all grow "rusty" or
"stale"; we all forget some of the things which it
is right for us to remember, and we all need good
advice from time to time. At last the JOURNAL
has succeeded in getting the articles on this subject
and you may expect to see the commencemcnt of th:
series at no distant date. The work will be handled
in a broad and thoroughly scientific manner, the
pharmacology of the drugs mentioned being given,
and with due reference to clinical administration.
Indeed, the clinical side of the subject will be most
accentuated. The patient, his ailment and how and
with what to relieve him, may be said to be the
keynote of these articles; and truly something of the
sort has been for a long time needed. Too strong
is the tendency to disregard the patient and to think
of him merely as a "case"; too far have we followed
our German cousins in this direction. This is quite
amply illustrated by the abominable, but unfor-
tunately very general use of the word "case" when
patient is meant. We feel very confident that this
series of articles, supplemented by the little book
issued by the A. M. A., "The Pharmacopeia and the
Natioral Formulary," will be of distinct value to
every one of our members.


